
 

 

6:00 – 10:00 p.m................Cash Bar 

 

6:30 –   8:00 p.m. ..............Buffet 

 

7:30 – 10:00 p.m................Sweet Table 

 

8:00 p.m...............................Program/Presentations 

 

 

MENU 
 

Egg Rolls 

Cocktail Meatballs 

Fried Shrimp 

Quiche de Jour 

Bacon Wrapped Water Chestnuts 

Fried Zucchini 

Cold Canapés 

Assorted Cheese with Crackers 

Carving Station:  Turkey/Ham 

Sweet Table 

Coffee 

 

 

 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
 

Each chapter that is ending 

 Leads us to a new beginning. 

The past that we are leaving 

 Means a future we are winning. 

 

Each change that fills the present 

 Sets the stage for our tomorrows. 

And how we meet each challenge 

 Helps determine joy or sorrow. 

 

In every new beginning 

 Spirit plays a vital part. 

We must approach tomorrow 

 With a strong and steady heart. 

 

So as we turn the corner 

 Let’s all apprehension shed. 

And fill our hearts with confidence 

 As we proceed ahead. 

 

Here’s to your new 

 Beginning . . . 



 

 

MEMORIES 

 

 

Hoffman Estates High School 

 

Presents 

 

 

THE 
 

HAWKADEMY AWARDS 

 

 

 
The Seville 

 

Thursday, May 1, 2003 

 
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dee Moyer 

Career background: 

During the fall of 1980 Dee joined the staff of HEHS as a cashier in 

Faculty Services and the typist for the Art Department and the 

Foreign Language Department.  After 6 years the position of 

secretary to the Director of Student Services opened and she was 

accepted into that position.  She was the secretary to Mr. Jerry 

Cairns, Ms. Joyce Myers, Mr. Gregg Schrage, Mr. Dan Yokas and Ms. 

Julie Lockett as well as typing for the counselors and the 

psychologists and social workers. 

 

A highlight: 

The ability to work with a group of teachers, staff and 

administrators that work together as a family to provide services 

for the students at HEHS.  The faculty and staff at Hoffman are 

always friendly and supportive and provide a superior working 

environment.  I was given a dinner upon my retirement that made me 

feel truly appreciated and that I would be missed.  I can’t think of a 

better way to retire. 

 

Miss the most? 

All of my friends at HEHS and I doubt that I will ever be able to 

duplicate this work environment in any of my future endeavors.  I 

also will miss the supportive environment provided by the district 

office personnel and the staff I dealt with at all the other buildings. 

 

Miss the least? 

The cold in the winter and heat in the summer.  I know a large 

building like Hoffman is a challenge to keep comfortable, but in my 

old age I cannot say I will miss that. 

 

Words of wisdom: 

I would say keep smiling.  Be grateful for your health and remember 

what is important.  The rest will take care of itself. 

 

Retirement plans: 

My husband and I plan to travel as often as possible and to enjoy our 

family.  I do plan on returning to work part-time as we have 7 

grandchildren who we enjoy spoiling. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cassie Van Duys 

Career background: 
 

Cassie spent 23 1/3 years in the District.  She was first 

a typist in Faculty Service, then the second voice of 

Hoffman – Switchboard Operator, then the Cashier.  She 

was on several committees appointed by then Activity 

Director Terri Busch. 
 
 

A highlight: 
 

Meeting Walter Payton and yes - Barbara Radous  - I did 

know who he was! 
 

Miss the most? 
 

All the lovely people I have worked with all these years 

and all the friends I have made. 
 

Miss the least? 
 

Not having to get up early every day, but most of all, not 

having to show up at work on snow days when school was 

called off, but 12 month employees still had to come to 

work. 
 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Plan ahead – retirement comes quicker than you think. 
 

Retirement plans: 
 

No immediate plans.  I guess I’ll get a little part-time job 

a few days a week to keep me busy and in touch with the 

outside world.  And, of course, I still hear all the news 

going on at Hoffman from my husband. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck Weller 

Career background: 

 

Chuck began his career in 1979 as a night foreman.  In 

1980 Chuck served as the acting building and grounds 

manager and became the building and grounds manager in 

1981.  Believe it or not, Chuck softened in his later years.   

 

 

Words of wisdom: 

 

Don’t ever do anything in the building without a work 

order. 

 

 

Retirement plans: 

 

Chuck has retired in Sun City, Arizona where he and his 

wife Mary Lou enjoy their incredible patio view.  Chuck 

has actually enjoyed trimming cactus as opposed to 

hedges.  He’s living close to his parents which adds to the 

joy of his retirement.  While he misses his two 

daughters and grandchildren, he’s only a short airplane 

ride away.  The Arizona air has been good for his health.  

Terri wonders what Chuck would do if we all showed up 

at his place for a drink?!?! 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Dowty 

Career background: 
 

Sandy spent 11 1/2 years at the Carmel-Clay schools, Carmel, Indiana 

where she taught Speech, Freshman English and sponsored the 

Drama Club.  She spent 1 1/2 years at West Springfield H.S. in 

Fairfax City schools, Va. where she taught Theatre I, Sophomore 

English and assisted with the musical.  She has been at HEHS for 

the past 19 years teaching English Lit Survey, Accelerated Juniors 

among other things!  She was the Thespian Sponsor, Musical Tech 

Director and Madrigal Assistant. 

 

A highlight: 
 

There have been way too many to list! 

 

Miss the most? 
 

The students, my incredible colleagues in the English Department, 

Saturday tech days, the auditorium (even the immovable black wall), 

the students, the light that goes on in students’ eyes when their 

attention is riveted, my cart, my techies. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

Route 59 through Barrington, 5:00 a.m., a scene shop 1 floor above 

the stage and a stage with no garage door and no fly space, the 

auditorium sound system, not having a permanent classroom and 

having to move all my posters. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Common sense and a sense of humor are key elements to success. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

Golf with Paula Schofield, business travel with my husband, time in 

Indiana with family, and who knows - the possibilities are endless! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Fischer 

Career background: 
Kim has taught in District 211 for 33 years - 5 years at Conant 

(1970-1975) and 28 years at HEHS.  He has taught all levels of U.S. 

History, including ESL and AP, World Problems, Multicultural 

Perspectives, Civics and Senior Survey. 

 

A highlight: 
I lasted long enough to see five of my former students become 

faculty members at HEHS.  Best case scenario:  in some way I might 

have contributed to their desire to become teachers.  Worst case 

scenario:  I did not do anything to discourage them. 

 

Miss the most? 
Everyone’s appreciation of my sense of humor and how easy it was to 

make people laugh… or groan. 

 

Miss the least? 
The winter days when you get up in the dark, arrive at school in the 

dark, leave school in the dark and get home in the dark. 

 

Enabling parents. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
There is no mystery to history … or Spanish, or Geometry, or 

Advanced Autos, or Chemistry, or Health, or 3-D Design, or Expo 

Comp, or Accounting, or Foods, or Orchestra … everything’s 

connected. 

 

Retirement plans: 
Getting healthy.   Finding some kind of job, paid or volunteer, with a 

minor league baseball team.  Acquiring … and learning how to use … a 

cell phone.  Minimizing the occasions on which I have to arise in the 

morning in darkness. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Anderson 

 Career Background: 
Gary began his teaching career in January, 1968 in Byron, Illinois, a small 

town near Rockford.  There he taught language arts in the junior high, 

German in the high school, and directed the senior class play.  In August of 

1969 he joined the English Department of Conant High School.  When 

Hoffman opened in 1973, he transferred as the English Department 

Chairman.  Since then, he has also served as ticket manager, forensics 

coach, and National Honor Society adviser. 

A highlight: 
I have three.  First, I had the experience of building a new department in a 

brand new high school.  Few teachers ever have this opportunity.  Second 

was our change to block scheduling, another experience which few teachers 

ever enjoy.  Probably the most memorable experience was when Hoffman 

became the first school in the district to win the National Award of 

Excellence.  The staff chose me as the representative of the faculty to 

travel with Mr. Garber and Melissa DellaRinga, one of our students, to 

Washington to receive the award from President Reagan.  To me, that was 

the epitome of Hawk Pride! 

Miss the most? 
Of course, I’ll miss all of the wonderful people I have worked with over the 

years.  Most of all, I’ll miss my colleagues and friends in the English 

Department.  They have been the most supportive, creative, energetic, and 

professional staff a department chair could hope for.  I am proud of each 

and every one of them, both past and present. 

Miss the least? 
I won’t miss grading all of those papers and the endless stream of deadlines.  

Ugh! 

Words of wisdom? 
First, learn the difference between what is really important and what is not.  

In my early years I think that I spent too much time and energy struggling 

with issues that really did not matter much in the end.  Experience teaches 

you to distinguish the difference between the trivial and the significant.  

Second, have fun while you’re teaching.  I’ve always said that there’s no 

reason why we can’t have a good time doing the work we love.  My wish for 

you is that when you reach your retirement, you will feel as good about your 

career as I feel about mine. 

Retirement plans: 
My wife, Maggie, and I will do some traveling.  I am looking forward to 

spending more time with her, our three grown children and our five 

grandchildren, who are growing up so quickly. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Dennis Ferguson 

Career background: 
 

Dennis spent 5 years at Conant where he taught P.E. and 
Dr. Ed., and coached football and gymnastics.  During his 

30 years at HEHS he was Dept. Chair of Dr. Ed., coached 

football, basketball and XCountry, concessions manager, 
EAP coordinator and started the intramural program. 

 
A highlight: 
 

Surviving with my sanity after teaching Dr. Ed. for 35 
years. 

 
Miss the most? 
 

Over the past 35 years, I have met some very special 

young adults and colleagues.  I will miss the opportunity 
to meet more of them. 

 
Miss the least? 
 

Meetings, self-evaluations and bells. 

 
Words of wisdom: 

 
Persevere through all of those meetings, self-evaluations 
and bells. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

My plans will be on hold until I see what the world 

situation is going to be.  At this moment, the term “Man 

of Leisure” comes to mind. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Breault 

 Career background: 
Kathy spent 1 year teaching English at her alma mater St. Francis Academy 

in Joliet, IL.  She also taught Reading for 1 year at Carl Sandburg Jr. High 

and English for 2 years at Sacred Heart of Mary H.S. in Rolling Meadows.  

She has been an English teacher at HEHS for 18 years and has been a 

Variety Show assistant. 

 

A highlight: 
Teaching 5 of the 7 O’Neil’s over my 18 years at HEHS, from 1985-1998 

there were Breaults in 4 of the 5 211 schools (my husband, John at Fremd; 

my brother-in-law Joe at SHS; my 5 children at PHS; and me at HEHS).  We 

only missed representation at Conant!  Being asked to accompany Catherine 

Chan 2001 to the Top 25 Dinner. 

 

Miss the most? 
My dear friends who have encouraged, inspired and been there for me.  I 

love each of you!  My students who have given me the opportunity to share 

what I so enjoy – the written word.  I will miss their “Hi Mrs. Breault” each 

day.  They have kept me young. 

 

Miss the least? 
Most definitely it would be the 5 a.m. alarm on school days. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
Be firm but friendly and fair.  Love what you teach; it will help you convince 

students that education can be fun.  Smile! 

 

Retirement plans: 
My family has always been my pride and joy.  I was home with my 5 children 

for 14 years before I returned to teaching.  Now I look forward to 

“returning” to more time with my family:  John, my husband who has already 

been retired for 2 years; my children who have settled from California to 

Washington, D.C; and my beautiful grandbabies, Arleigh, Christian and 

Zachary and one more in July.  Their “Nanny” will soon be a regular visitor!  

Many travel plans are ahead.  Other plans include:  reading whatever I want, 

whenever I want; possibly volunteering at the Catholic elementary school 

that nurtured my children; joining a  quilting circle to learn the art of this 

old sewing craft; and going to the Cubs home opening game in spring 2004. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phyllis Bird 

Career background: 
 

Phyllis taught 3 years in Southfield, Michigan before coming to 

Hoffman.  She has taught and sponsored DECA, Distributive 

Education Clubs of America, Business Internship Marketing 

Coordinator, Office Education Coordinator, Consumer Education, 

ESL Computer Literacy, Computer Literacy, Business Exploration and 

Introduction to Business. 

 

A highlight: 
 

My student placed first in the state and received national 

recognition at the national convention held in Washington for the 

Distributive Education Clubs of America.  Returning students 

relating to me how they have benefited from my class. 
 

Miss the most? 
 

I will miss the interaction with the students and colleagues, the 

constant learning on the computer, teaching students that want to 

learn.  I will miss the opportunities that Hoffman gave me to 

improve myself. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

The block system. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Stand behind your values, never stop learning, always have a hard 

copy of your grades. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

Devote my energies to some activity that equals my commitment to 

teaching. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Maloblocki 

Career background: 
 

Jim spent 26 years at Hoffman in the Guidance Department where 

he worked with the Peer Mediation Mentor Program, Parent Training 

Groups and College Night Coordinator.  Before coming to District 211 

he spent 8 years in Catholic Education:  5 years in the classroom, 3 

years at Carmel High School in Mundelein and tennis coach 

(aaarrrgghh!!!). 

 

A highlight: 
 

Seeing Chris Pipilis win a full scholarship to John-Wales.  Drinking 

lots of beer with my 6th graders at a class reunion (all were 21+) – 

Paczki Day. 

 

Miss the most? 
 

The checks, the social aspect of the job.  We have a terrific 

guidance team.  I will miss them. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

Schedule changes, counselor changes, stuff at night, stuff during  

the day, cranky people, cranky me. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Put money away in a 403B.  Get the Masters +30 ASAP.  Go on an 

outward bound trek.  You will never learn all the code numbers for 

block scheduling.  They change every week. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

I just bought a leather reclining “retirement” chair and Verilux 

reading light – so lots of reading.  Golfing at Edisto, South Carolina.  

Seeing my wife off to work. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Skiba 

Career background: 

 
Jan has spent 21 years in Special Education – 6 1/2 years at HEHS 

as a SPED teacher assistant, 14 1/2 years as a SPED teacher 

including 11 years as Secondary Work Experience Program teacher 

and Pre-Vocational Coordinator.  She was a sponsor of the Variety 

Show and SWEP Club. She also was a SPED teacher at Palatine, 

Schaumburg, LEAP and Miner LD Center. 

 

A highlight: 

 
“Coming back” to HEHS to be a part of the Special Ed Dept. as a 

teacher!  Watching our SWEP students win 1st place at the Amy 

Rudolph Basketball Tournament this year! 

 

Miss the most? 

 
The family of HEHS – the wonderful people in the SPED Dept – the 

camaraderie, closeness, laughter, support, and more laughter.  I am 

so proud to have been an HEHS family member!! 

 

Miss the least? 

 
PAPERWORK!! 

 

Words of wisdom: 

 
Hang in there!  It only gets better. 

 

Retirement plans: 

 
Experiencing, rather than  wondering, what “Lady of Leisure” is all 

about, spend more time at our home in Phoenix, take more time to 

enjoy our 4 grandchildren, travel more with my husband whenever we 

choose (not bound by a school schedule). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Halpern 

Career background: 
 

Ron has spent 24 years in District 211.  He has taught general 

studies special ed. classes - Health, General Science, History, 

English, Math.  He was the head boys tennis coach for 17 years, the 

head bowling coach for 5 years, assistant boys tennis, girls tennis 

and bowling. 

 

A highlight: 
 

Getting hired in 211.  I was offered a job at Fremd and Hoffman.  I 

chose Hoffman after sitting in the teacher’s lounge in each school.  

Hoffman has an outstanding staff. 

 

Miss the most? 
 

The daily highs of working with students.  Every day was different 

but some of the relationships will last a lifetime. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

The drive to school.  Driving on Route 53 and I90 to get here was a 

daily challenge. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

A well-prepared lesson plan reduces behavioral problems.  Plan bell 

to bell. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

Biking, hiking, bowling, tennis, fishing, Rving, star gazing, dinosaur 

bone hunting, taking classes, teaching classes.  Stay healthy and 

continue to grow and learn.  Experience all those things I did not 

have money and time for in my first 55 years. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Alex 

Career background: 
David started his teaching career at Conant in 1968 A.C.E.  Since he has a major in 

mathematics and English, he eventually taught a “pre-general studies program” English 

class in addition to the traditional math courses and was the sophomore then varsity 

Tennis coach.  When HEHS opened in 1973, he taught General Studies Math and 

English for 2 years before transferring to the math department. He coached boys 

track (since 1973) and directed the fall play (6 years).  He also served in the Peace 

Corps from 1971-1973. 

 

A highlight: 
Teaching was always a career, not simply a job. I had the opportunity to teach all 

levels of students.  Alumni who were enrolled in the original Math/English gifted class 

I taught with Frank Hill return to say they remember it as the most meaningful 

educational experience of HEHS.  The thrill of coaching all state athletes and a state 

champion is still exhilarating.  And “There’s no business like show business”; - 

directing the fall play was an expected opportunity to grow and learn.  It was 

rewarding and exciting.  However, the ultimate highlight was being part of District 

211, a district that allowed me to have a career. 

 

Miss the most? 
I will miss watching boys and girls develop into men and women, underachieving 

students discovering the love of learning, cheering for a slow, uncoordinated runner 

as he gains self-confidence and becomes an athlete, encouraging the talented 

students and athletes to reach a higher level of excellence. 

 

Miss the least? 
Meetings. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
Always remember that students are people; they have feelings, aspirations, and lead 

complex lives.  Treat them as you want your children to be treated.  Although you may 

be tempted or coerced, never abandon your ideals and principles or lower your 

standards.  You owe that to the students.  It will also enable you to hold your head up 

high and have the respect of those whom you respect. 

 

Retirement plans: 
As of now, I am only able to see about 130 plays a year.  With all of the extra time, I 

will be able to attend many more.  There will also be more time for writing as well as 

for reading.  Since I still enjoy teaching, I will substitute occasionally at HEHS and 

will teach an adult education course on playwriting.  I will still run everyday and 

hopefully will not find the time to clean out my basement.  I look forward to watching 

the boys cross country team run in next year’s state meet.  And most important, I 

hope to live up to the ideals I learned from my parents and be a devoted husband, 

loving parent and spoiling grandfather – though in the very distant future. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck Hanna 

 Career background: 

 

Chuck has taught in District 211 for 27 

years. 

 

A highlight: 

 

Too numerous to list. 

 

Miss the most? 

 

Interaction with colleagues and students. 

 

Miss the least? 

 

The 5:30 a.m. alarm clock. 

 

Retirement plans: 

 

Go home, mow the lawn, and take a nap. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larry Nienhouse 

 Career background: 
 

Larry has been with District 211 in the Math 

Department for 31 years both at Conant and 

Hoffman.  He has sponsored the Math Team and 

coached golf. 

 

A highlight: 
 

Installation of toilets that flush. 

 

Miss the most? 
 

The people (most of the people). 

 

Miss the least? 
 

The toilet paper. 

 

Words of wisdom: 

 

Enjoy the relationships – bring your own toilet 

paper. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

Tennis, golf, travel (Antarctica), naps. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jay Fox 

Career background: 
 

Jay has taught for 35 years in District 211 (24 at Conant, 11 at 

Hoffman).  He has produced 22 yearbooks, 5 literary magazines, 3 

homecomings as Student Council Assistant and was the Tech 

Director at CHS for 2 years.  He has taught E101, 102, 108, 

202,302, 308, 402, 404, 405, 301, 336 and 419! 

 

A highlight: 
 

A list of highlights include:  “Master Educator” Award at CHS, 

Graduation Speaker, NHS Speaker at CHS, M.C. “Mr. Hoffman 

Hawk”, Honor Guard HEHS NHS, Guest at Scholar’s Recognition 

Dinner, Coca-Cola Educator of the Month, Governor’s Letter of 

Recognition for Tapestry, Conant’s Literary Magazine, 2000 Halcyon, 

1st Place with Special Merit, letters and visits from former students 

– some of my editors and photo-editors have done especially well. 

Teaching students of former students, the annual current vs. 

former yearbook staff combination Christmas pizza party and Trivial 

Pursuit match. 

 

Miss the most? 
 

Hoffman is a very staff-friendly building.  I really felt like I was a 

part of this place.  In my department, I was encouraged to try new 

ideas and “make no little plans.”  I will miss their collegiality. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

Nada. 

 

Words of Wisdom: 
 

Eat more fiber. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Starzynski 

Career background: 

 

Chris spent 23 years in District 211 and 9 years at Des 

Plaines Elementary School teaching Spanish.  She has 

sponsored PALS, HOPE, and SCAT. 

 

A highlight: 

 

Working with so many hardworking and dedicated 

teachers, trips to Spain, Costa Rica and Mexico with 

students, my volunteering activities in the community, 

winning the Kohl Award and Volunteer Awards. 

 

Miss the most? 

 

The wonderful staff and students. 

 

Miss the least? 

 

The grading. 

 

Words of wisdom: 

 

Get involved!  Be interested in the success of “all” 

students. 

 

Retirement plans: 

 

Travel to Costa Rica in August to do Habitat for 

Humanity.  College teaching?? Who knows. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill Wood-Naatz 

Career background: 
Jill’s entire teaching career has been with District 211 beginning in 

1972.  She spent her first 9 years at SHS teaching French.  She 

resigned in 1981 and then came to HEHS where she has been both 

guidance counselor and French teacher.  She has sponsored or co-

sponsored French Club and French Exchange for most of those 

years. 

A highlight: 
It has been exciting to take students on spring and summer trips to 

France, Québec and Martinique.  It is also fulfilling to know that 

many of my students continued to study French and even to become 

French teachers. 

Miss the most? 
What I  will miss most is time spent with students in and out of the 

classroom.  That interaction is stimulating  and refreshing  (most of 

the time).  My colleagues over the years have been very supportive 

and I will miss those daily relationships. 

Miss the least? 
As I have “matured”, rising at 5:30 a.m. has become more and more 

difficult.  Grading papers year after year has also lost its appeal 

(not that grading was ever terribly appealing). 

Words of wisdom: 
It’s more important to teach “students” than to teach “French”.  

Students need some TLC first and then I hope they learn some 

French as well.  Humor in the classroom is critical.  We teachers 

must be able to laugh at ourselves from time to time.  We must also 

be willing  to say “I’m sorry.  I made a mistake” to our students when  

it is appropriate.  It’s been a wonderful career! 

Retirement Plans: 
We have no plans to move from the Chicago area.  However, to go 

south in mid-winter is a rather enticing prospect!  I want to work at 

something – perhaps in the fitness field to help keep us baby 

boomers healthy.  My other interests include singing, theater, 

gardening, church work and other volunteer opportunities and travel.  

In September we will actually be cruising the Mediterranean.  And 

of course I hope to spend more time with grandchildren. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teri Hornsby 

Career background: 
 

Teri spent 15 years in the cafeteria, 3 years at Conant 

and 12 years at HEHS.  She then spent 5 years as a T.A. 

in Special Ed.  She was also involved with the fall play for 

3 years, the musical and spring play for 4 years doing 

costumes. 

 

A highlight: 
 

Receiving the Golden Hawk.  Becoming the first T.A. for 

building and trades and working under Randy Stennett.  

Working with Judy Kating in costume.  Doing costume for 

all the plays and working with the director was a blast. 

 

Miss the most? 
 

The kids and all my friends. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

The kids. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

RUN – No, just have fun  with the kids and remember to 

care about what you are doing. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

Taking care of my grandson Carver and all the other 

grandbabies that come along. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean Prasczewicz 

Career background: 
 

Jean started her District 211 career at Fremd.  She was a student 

supervisor in the cafeteria.  The 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. schedule fit well, as 

she was able to get her children off to school and be there when 

they returned.  She worked there 7 years and then transferred to 

Hoffman.  It was closer to home and all four of her boys graduated 

from Hoffman.  The first 10 years were spent in girls PE.  After 

that she worked as a hall supervisor. 

 

A highlight: 
 

Working with the kids and getting to know them on a one-to-one 

basis. 

 

Miss the most? 
 

The wonderful teachers, supervisors and support staff. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

Working in the cafeteria and the center hallway because you sit in 

one spot all day. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Respect the kids, be their friend but not to the point where they 

take advantage of you.  Always maintain discipline.  It prevents 

things from getting out of hand. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

I guess for now, doing what I want to do, when I want to do it. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Shirley Schmit 

 Career background: 
 

Shirley served the district as assistant and head 

cook at Schaumburg and as assistant manager at 

Conant and Hoffman.  She has worked in Food 

Service since 1985. 

 

A highlight? 
 

Retirement. 
 

Miss the most? 
 

Shirley said that she will miss interaction with 

staff members and students. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

Getting up early in the morning! 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Just do your job the best you can. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

 

Being with my grandchildren and children, 

meeting new people at Del Web in Huntley and 

having a good life - caring about people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randy Stennett 

Career background: 
 

Randy started at Schaumburg High in 1970 and Hoffman in 1974.  

He has taught Applied Technology and was Assistant Coach for 

Basketball and Football and volunteered time and effort to help 

students construct play sets. 

 

A highlight: 
 

I was instrumental in the growth and success of the Building 

Construction program.  I started the program in 1975 and helped 

many students get into the building trades. 

 

Miss the most? 

 
Taking the tough kids and motivating them to build a house as a 

team. These are the kids that my colleagues have found difficult to 

work with at the high school. 

 

Miss the least? 

 
Starting my day at 6:00 a.m. and driving the school truck to the job 

site. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Have a great appreciation for your subject matter and teach with 

excitement and have fun! 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

Ruth and I will just enjoy our retirement along with our grandkids.  

Who needs to work!  K-Mart is not in my future. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Stewart 

Career background: 
 

George gave 33 years of service:  Conant 1 year, Schaumburg 24 

years and Hoffman 8 1/2 years.  He sponsored Student Council, 

National Honor Society, Debate, coached football, was department 

chairman and served 4 terms as Teachers Union President.  He 

taught Macroeconomics, US Government and Politics, American 

Studies, American History and Social Science Survey. 

 

A highlight: 
 

Enjoying teaching for 33 years, serving as the social studies 

chairperson at HEHS, selected for a three week fellowship to study 

in Japan, and being recognized by the University of Chicago in 1993 

and 2000 for my teaching in Economics. 

 

Miss the most? 
 

The students are a given – it’s the teachers, staff and 

administrators – the stories, laughter and professional sharing. 

 

Miss the least? 
 

Taking voice mail messages for all the department members on that 

ridiculous voice mail system. 

 

Words of wisdom: 
 

Change what you are teaching or coaching or activity you are 

involved in every seven to eight years to keep from having burnout. 

 

Retirement plans: 
 

Teaching Economics part time at a Catholic High School, golf and 

traveling with my wife. 
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